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noticed the apartment seemed quiet. When he checked it later 

that morning, Oswald was gone. 6 1 4Wk, ' j IJ' A* 1 "* JsJ- Wi* , 

At the Lafayette Square substation, Oswald picked up his 
unemployment-compensation check and mailed a change-of- C ,±_U 
address card, postmarked at 11:00 a.m., listing Ruth Paine’s ad- 
dress in Irving, Texas. At a Winn-Dixie on Magazine Street he 
cashed his $33 check, and was then ready to leave his native New 
Orleans. At 12:20 p.m. he likely boarded a Continental Trailways 
bus, No. 5121, bound for Houston. 6 Late that night the telephone 
rang at the Houston home of Estelle and Horace Twiford. Estelle . 
answered and it was Lee Oswald calling her husband. * Horace 
Twiford was the national committeeman of the Socialist Labor 
party for the state of Texas. On September 11, he had sent Os- 
wald a copy of his organization’s Weekly People, after being noti- 
fied by the New York Labor party of Lee’s request for literature. 

Twiforcl was not at home when Oswald called, but his wife wrote 
the message on some scrap paper. It indicated Oswald was a 
member of Fair Play for Cuba, that he had some ideas he wanted 
to discuss with her husband, and that he had only a few hours 
before lie left for Mexico. 8 

Less than four hours later, at 2:35 a.m., Oswald boarded Conti- 
nental Trailways bus No. 5133 in Houston and left for Laredo, 

Texas/' He was excited to begin the last leg of his trip, and he felt ^ 
he had no reason to be secretive any longer since he would soon be - ^ 

in Cuba and permanently away from the U.S. The usually, intro- 1 _ u , w 
verted Oswald was surprisingly talkative to other passengers, <u DM*™ 
t wna -fM i/phi (d'sA L iLn^iit, <c , tx-d*. u~o-^U M. thdrpn 

•Although theri were no eyewitnesses to Oswald’s departure from New 
Orleans, bus 5121 is the only one that left New Orleans after Oswald had 
cashed his check that would get him to Houston that evening. Mrs. Twiford " , ^ £ 
thought the 'call was a local one. Oswald’s address book provides additional / 
evidence he was in Houston. Twiford’s name, address, and two telephone ^ 
numbers were found in Oswald’s book after the assassination. One was a -{-/lPU 
disconnected number, which was still listed in the 1963 Houston phone 
book. The second number in his address book was Twiford’s valid onefor 
September 1963. It appears Oswald arrived in Houston, looked up theTwi- 
fords in the phone book, and wrote the number in his address book. Then, 
when he telephoned and discovered it was out of date, he had to caU the 
operator for the new number, and also jotted the second one m his book (Oh 
18; CE 2335). 
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On November 25, 1963, only three days after the assassination 
a young Nicaraguan, Gilberto Alvarado, went to ths 

roteersrrrriha^betorethe 

tion was sent to the FBI as well as to the White House. Bu 
under questioning from Mexican authorities, Alvarado recanted 
. 110 Then when requestioned by the Americans, he 
itS- - —d him to retract. He repealed hi, 

• • " i otrv^r hut failed a lie detector test. Later he said he was 
no tonger sure of the date, and the person only resembled Os wald. 
MthonS Ambaasador Thomas Mm the U.S. represent,™ m 
Mexico at the time, was not convinced the Alvarado story w 
completely false, Alvarado is now so discredited that few repea 
his story.** 

^Tt^her 2, ten day. *. ~ 

Pedro God.™, wrote At ft* this 

a large amount of money from parade's story, but the Gutierrez 

who had contact with the Tampa Mexico the day after the 

apirator. According tot he in Mode. City, mid ... spirited 
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“When Will All Our 
Foolishness Come to an End?’* 


Oswald was ashamed to call Marina when he first arrived in Dal- 
las. He had fully expected he would be calling her from Cuba, and 
he could not bring himself to talk to her that first day. Instead, he 
went directly to the YMCA, where he had stayed a year earlier 
when he had moved to" Dallas to find work. He registered as a 
serviceman to avoid paying the 50c membership fee. 1 Later that 
same day he checked in at the Texas Employment Commission, 
filed a claim for the last of his unemployment checks, and empha- 
sized that he needed to find work quickly. 2 He listed his address 
as 2515 West 5th Street in the Dallas suburb of Irving, which was 
Ruth Paine’s house, where Marina was staying. 

The following day, Friday, October 4, Oswald reviewed the 
newspaper’s help-wanted ads and applied for work as a typeset- 
ter at the Padgett Printing Company. He made a favorable im- 
pression on the plant superintendent, Theodore Gangl, who was 
prepared to hire him. However, before committing himself, he 
telephoned one of Oswald’s references, Jaggars-Chiles-Stovall, 
and spoke to Robert Stovall. Stovall remembered Oswald well 
and told Gangl he was “kind of an oddball . . . peculiar . . . and that 
he had some knowledge of the Russian language . . . may be a 
Hamn Communist.” Stovall concluded, “If I was you, I wouldn’t 
hire him.” 4 Oswald did not get the job. 

After his Padgett interview, he finally telephoned Marina. She 
was elated that he was not in Cuba. He told her to send Ruth 


